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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL COMMISSIONER 
CJmr!("A.Tf "QtTR ~ 

CENTRAL GOODS & SERVICES TAX :: CHANDIGARH 
~ ~ 3i~~ *ric!»' .: ~ 

CENTRAL REVENUE BCILDlNG, PLOT NO. 19, SECTOR 17·C, 
~ ~\iR<r '(CR, ":0TC 1. 19. 00 17-"~t, 

CHAND!GARH-t60017. 
"'qUWr-~-1600 17 

Phone: 0172-2728210, PBX: 0172-2702371-75., FAX: 0172-2705924, 2544075, E-mail: Jegalbranch@gmail.com 

SUB: Constitution of regular panel of Senior/Junior Standing Counsels for handling 
cases of Indirect Taxation of CBIC before the various High Courts and other Fora; 
renewal/Fresh appointment of Counsels - regarding . 

. 
Applications are invited for consitututing a panel for Senior/Junior Standing Counsels for 

representing the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs and its field formations and 
attached offices, in the Hon'ble Punjab and Haryana High Court at Chandigarh and other 
Appellate Fora. 

The terms and conditions governing, the constitution of panel for aforesaid Counsels is 
contained in Board's letter D.c.F.No. 278A/43/2007-Legal dated 05.12.2017. The fee and other 
charges for the panel Counsels are contained in CBIC's letter F.No. 278A/SO/2011-Legal dated 
14.09.2012 which can be accessed at www.cbic.gov.in. 

Willing and eligible counsels may send their applications to the Principal Commissioner, 
Central Goods & Services Tax Commissionerate, Chandigarh, Plot No. 19, Sector 17/C, 
Chandigarh-160017. Last date for submission of complete application is 28.03.2019. Incomplete 
applications shall not be entertained. The date and time of interview shall be communicated to 
the applicants who fulfill the eligibility criteria. 

r.{)~1 '6)" ~\\,. 
(Daanish Inder Singh Gill) 

Assistant Commissioner (Legal) 



'It A ~ 
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL COMMISSIONER 

~ P.tlR JIT¥ff 
CENTRAL GOODS & SERVICES TAX:: CHANDIGARH 

~~3iR~"~ 
CENTRAL REVENUE BUILDING, PLOT NO. 19, SECTOR 17-C, 

~ ~ 'l'fCFf, ~ '1. 19, ~ 17-m, 
CHANDIGARH-1600 17. 

• ~-160017 
Phone: 0172-2728210, PBX: 0172-2702371-75, FAX: 0172-2705924,2544075, E-mail: legalbranch@gmail.com 

~: fctfir.:;;; ~ iRll'4I(>1<i'i 3ttl' 31r"4' wm ~ ~ CRIC <li ~ CfR1tTIi1 <li ~ q;)- ~ <li 
fc:rv ~ I ~ ~ ~ c\; ~'4ftlC1 ~ 'if;r m;;f; ilcftifi{OI I ~ ~ ill ~1~C1 - c\; il1t 

~I 

<11101.-1'14 ~ 3ffi" ~1141ull 3UT .,..1l141(>14 if ~ 3ffi" }l'(r4' ~ ~ q'{ ~ ~ CR' 

3ffi" ~ ~~ 3-1'R ~ a-hr ~m 314T ~ Cfllll'I(>l4'i Cf>T ~ w cF TNt! ~! ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ c);" ~ {.lq:; ~ c);" m-a-rcrr if;' ~ ~ ~ fcl;Q' ~ 61 

~ CflL3'HRI c);" fc;ttr ~ if;' dTOO1 em ~ w ~ ~ 3l'R- ~m mg if;' q:r 0.0.1'.1',0. ~ 
278A 143/2007-~ fC:a1icF 05.12.2017 if ~ 61 ~ Counsels if;' fc;ttr ~~ m }l'(r4' ~~ CBIC 

(\. . , .) .,j 

cF q:r F.No. 278.A I 50/2011-~ fC:a1icF 14:09.2012 if 'HfH:tQ(i 6 0lT www.cbic.cov.in q'{ qfm 0IT ~ - ~ 
ffCfi(1f ~I 

= 3tR mnr ~ RiRlq(>l ~0iT. -rt-:r= ~ ~ ~ m 3114Cf1(iI(>lll. ~. ~ v .... ':5~· ,"(1x\~ .."... "". 

~ 19, ~ 17/C, ~ -160017 CliT ~ ~ ~ ~ ~I ~ ~ ~ m cfi'r 3-i'fc:1d1 ~ 
28.03.2019 ~I mR ~ q'{ fcfflR artr ~ arQdITl ~ ~ CfiT w W ~ ~;'t CfiT " , " 
m~ cfi'r <ntmr 3tR ~ ~ ~ 0IT'Qd1T1 



•• By Fax/Speed post 
Most Immediate 

F. No.278A/07/2019'·Legal 
Government of India 
Ministry of Finance 

-o~partment of Revenue 
~ral Board of Indirect Taxes & customs 

(Legal cell) 

~"S:!~.~~: 
~ .~ trd ~ \BI.-Gre.) 

2 0 fEB 20\9 
~ ~o· .. · .. ~lll·~"~·~ 
~~ J". 'G'ST 

''"*** 5th Floor, C Wing, Hudco Vishala Building, 
Bhikaji earns Place, R. K. Purarn, 

. New Delhi-18.02.2019 

jTo, 

~ 1. 

c'\ 
2. 
3. 

0 

C'/. 

All the Chief Commissioners of central GST & central Excise, customs & customs (prev.), 

The Pro DG, DRI, New Delhi The Web Master, Dte. General of Systems, New Delhi with the request for uploading this letter 

on the CBEC website. 
Sub: Constitution of regula< panel 0 r Senior/ J un lor Standing Cou nsels for handling cases of Indirect 
taxation of CB IC before the variouS High Courts an d ether fora; Renewa I/f resh appointment of Cou nsels 

-reg. 

Sir/Madam 
Kind attention Is Invited to Board's order F.No. 27BA/21/2015-Legal dated 9.6.2016 (copy available 

on CBIC website), wherein a panel of 251 Senior/Junior Standing Counsels had been drawn for a period of 
three years w.e.f. 9.6.2016 to 8.6.2019 for hand ling CBEC, (now CBIC) cases of I ndirect taxation before the 
various High Courts and other fora. Subsequently, the names of 111 Sr.!Jr. Standing Counsels were 
rescinded vide order dated 18.6.2016 (copy available on CBIC website) read with Note dated 22.6.2016 
(COpy available on CBIC website) with the approval of the Competent Authority in M/o finance. Kind 
attention is also invited to Board's order F. No. 278A/33/2016-Legal dated 05.10.2017 (copy available on 
CBIC website), wherein a panel of 120 Sr./Jr. Standing ccunsets against existing slots had been drawn for 
a pe rlod upto OB.06.2019 for handl ing CBEC, (now CBIC) cases of I nd Irect taxation before the va rlous Hi gh 

Courts and other fora. 
2. It has been.decided with the approval of the competent Authority now to draw a fresh panel 
keeping In view the requirement of a particular zone for handling CBIC cases of Indirect taxation before 

the various High Courts and other fora. 
3. Eligibility and other terms and conditions will be as contained in Board's 0.0 F. No. 278A/43/2007' 
Lega I dated 5.12.2007 (co py enclosed) and F. No, 278A/SO/201 Heg.1 dated 14.9.2012 (co py endosed). .... . ~ i 

1~ 
~~. 

~ 
~ 
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! 'the criteria for selection of the fresh panel will be as under:- 

a) The Committee should interview all eligible applicants. 

b} The Committee should assess the Legal knowledge of the applicant especially as regards indirect 
taxation and emerging taxation areas like GST, Anti-Profiteering, NCLT, NCLAT, etc. 

c) The Committee should note the communication skills of the applicant. , 
d) The Committee should see the success ratio. 

eJ The Committee should make overall assessment of the applicant keeping the performance as the 
key criteria. 

f} The Committee should discreetly examine applicant's reputation/standing. 

5. In supersession of letter dated 01.08.2016 vide which Committees of Chief Commissioners for the 
purpose of examining the suitability, interview etc. of the Counsels for appointment as Sr.jJr. Standing 
Counsels of CBIC for conducting Indirect Tax matters for a particular High Court/Bench and other fora and 
sending self-contained recommendations to the Board, new Committees of Chief Commissioners for the 
said purpose is enclosed herewith as Annexure-A. In case some zones have vacant slot of Chief 
Commissioners, then the Review Committee of Chief Commissioners set up under the Central 
Excise/Customs/Finance Act shall act as the Co~mittee of Chief Commissioners for this purpose. 

6. I am, therefore, directed to request you to immediately advertise the requirement of Sr./Jr. 
Standing Counsels for your jurisdiction in the Newspapers and circulate amongst the concerned Bar 
Associations. The work of publishing Advertisement should be completed by 28.02.2019 an.d a copy of the . 
Advertisement sho~ld also be uploaaed on CBIC website timely. The recommendations after receipts of' 
applications, scrutiny, interview etc. must reach Board latest by 15.04.2019 . 

. 
7. In this regard, it may be mentioned that the following information may also be furnished: - 

(i) Performance report in rio existing Sr./Jr. Standing Counsels from the date of last appointment 
order to till date in format Annexure-B. 

8. Clarification, if any, in this regard can be sought from the undersigned, who can be consulted on 
011-26195406 and also at karoo.yadav@nic.in. 

Encls: as above 

Yours faithfully, 

(Y.S. Karoo) 
Under Secretary to the Government of India 

Tel: 011-26195406 
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. GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

. ,~~,a~~'~~ 
GgNTML ~bARD OF ExCi'St .AN~: cusroas. 

4 • • • .: .: •• ' ,8.J{.Gt:rp~ 
':Member (L.&J) 
Ph: 2309 2417 NeW D.elhl,. the ..... -. .. : .. i7Ih •. .: ••••• ; ••• ZOG.:.,t.; ..•.••.... . ' ~ De_ce'mber'; .r:::007 ;. 

'. 
Dear ·Chief Cemmissioner 

Sib: A'ppo~tnient. 'of Counsels. by: C~ntrru Board ,of:E:i;cise & Customs for- constituting a pane} 
to de:(en:d the cases tc!.atiJ;lg to indircet't~tioh before various lI:ig~, ~~urts:':' Reg. '.' 

oIC. Cen~ Board' of-Excise & Customshas ?:een.Te~nily as,sisne4·th~ po~er~ by Min'.i$!TY or'Law & 
Justice to appoint. Standing .Counsels for .co~tutl[;m 'of panel, to defen~ 'the cases rela~g to 'indirect . 
Uly.Jt:tlon before-the various High Courts; This1w,s 'Peen a Iong.pendiagdemand ofthe <:..entralHo.ard of 
Excise '&. Customs with .th~. Law Ministry 'imd' as a result of contiimous efforts'iind persistence, the 'Law 
Ministry has acceded to ow: request, . 

.•.. .' .' .' . .' . '. . <:: 
2. Central Board o:f.Excis~ .1Ji: Customs in consultation with the Ministry of Law & Justice has.' 
prepared the:gUid~lin:e;s gOy_g"the .mannerof appointmcn:t of. Counsels andthe various" terms Slid. 
·cond#iOns,.of-theita'pP9irltlllepl:.:·7D,e::gvicIefule~.~ .~!::lo~ as Annex-ure ']I & 'W.. . . 
3,' Loo~g to th~ ~~ ilierc iri:e~.more .than . one ~~f C~~sio~~i withi~' fu~ 'j~ili6tio~ '~i the I 
varioris.High Gourts,.Conmi.itt.ees DfChi~tCOmmj'ssioners have been formed ioribe PUIPOse;ofexruri.ining . 
t~~ ~~ty of th~· Co:uns~1.~":~p~fittg for- app6~~t ~?r a particular Hi~ .AJrirt:~ .... ,s~di,ng s~1f. ' 
contained recommendations. to the ... Board for constitution of panel. .:the Comrmttee of Chief 
Commissioners consti~ted.· fOr tbis ·~ui;pQse is, enciosid as' A.nnCxitre ~A'. ,The Commitree :of Chief 
Comin!ssiolllfS ~y1y. headed. Qy:tlie senior :mQ~l Clljef 'CoI¢:riissioner may c~ for tht:·· names from the .f 
Co'~els by way of a.d.verti.S6i:nent·in -tlie.·'l'ea.diDg, newspapers.as pyr 'the .procedure BIlO: or" fhrough 'B2r 
A.Ssocia:lion,of~e.reSPe.ct!ve !1;igh "Co:~. . 

• , : .:.' ••. ' • • '. I • . . ..' \~ • • 

4. The riumber of Counsels who woulfl be . handlingthe reveeiuecases.beforeeachHigb Courthss 
b¢~ tenta:ti'V~ly ~~ .and is', ~c1o~~ :.as· '~e~e: '~\. ~e n~~.:/~f"Juii:ior.S~tn~·,Coillise!' apB. 
'Senior Counsels has :8150 been work~, out. How~vl?t the Chief GO~lsS3.oners ~. at liberQI..to c:nange. th~ 
composition' depen~g npcn' the 'nomiaations received and the categories to wtUch't1ley fall and: give 
-edeqnate justificatio:n.the~eto.· , . •. ., , . 

5. .. Thff wPrk relating to fo~1i(m of'thc·.·pap,el. ot ~UIJiels sh~~ld be completed .. b~ 15,1:;2008. Tpe 
Chief Commissioner; .:heading fue :C:Otziinl~ee $ould send 'a . self contained' proposal addressed to' the 
unde~¥ in terms' oft1i.e procedure 'contained jp the' guidelines gO\(e~ng ~e ~ei 'o(appo'intrnemof 
Counsels arid their tenni and conditions, .... '... '. '. . . 

Witli b-est wishes. 

En.cl: As above, YOi' S sincerely , . , ' 

'. : .;.)/~ 
• Gupra) 

Me.lTjb . (L&7) 
'(1- 

., 
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". GUIJ)ELI'l\'ES FOR 

APPOINTMENT OF 
ST ANl)rN(; COU'NSELS 
FOR HAND,LING 
pE}> iRTl\~ENT CASES 
BEFORE HIGH C01JRTIi 

F.No.278A143/2007 -Legal 
GOvemment of India. 
Ministry ofFinari~e 

Department ofReyellue 
(Central Board of Exci'se & CUSloroS) 

*** 

To 

New Delhi, dated the OS:h D~:cember. 2007 

All the Chief CommissiOIi~rs of CustOmS I Central ExCi~e I Customs {Prev,: 

D.G.R.l.l D.O.C.EJ. . 

Sir I Ma.dam, 
Sub'Po" ers assigned to CBEC for appoinn,rent of Stan~ing Conns,l, to ~.ndl' 

litigation of Indirect Taxes before va ri~us !ljgh Courts - gnide!ihes regarding 
mechanism of apPG.m.tm.enl of O)unsels and their terms and conditicins- Reg. 

Ccnual Board of Ex~ & CustotoS 1l"' b;'" as,igD"" the POW"" to apPOmt S)llnding 
0,,_ to bandi.1Iu> litig>WoD oi'inQireCl TaxatiOn before th' .ari<>us High Courts! Tfibunal ! 
lJ!i':R I AAfl'R I DRT ""d other ••• tutOry bodies I ~.riti". and also .to "gul'" their termS and 

Conditions of engagement etc. " \ 

2. The procedUre for appomunent of Counsels and' renewal of· fuOir term' has been 
presajbed by. specifying the' ,.qui"" qu.!ification ""d terms and conditions of their engag"",·n, 
which is anne~ed 'os ""neXnr.-l. The Sch""ul. of 'fee oild ollowances etc. is """,,,,ed as 

A.LIn~xure-n. 
J. This issues with the. eonc~. of MinistrY of Law &. )U.stice vide iheir 
Dy.No.3513nOO7.,ndi. dated 22.1 P007 and !jl'e Integrated' F,nance Unil {1Ft I) 

Dy.No.3111J2007. 

'Enel; as.above 

" 
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ANNEXURE-l 

1. Cat~ory and gualifiwtion of Counsels: 

Counsels are engaged by the department for representing the department before different 
High Courts/other judicial bodies in cases relating to the indirect taxation. The Counsels 
engaged by the department will full into three categories viz-, . 

a. Junior Standing Counsels 

h. Senior Stending Counsels 

c. Standing' Counsels 

. Qualifications of each category of counsel will be as under: 

A. Jw;uor Standing Counsel; In order to be eligible fer appointment as Junior Standing 
Counsel a person should 

i. be enrolled/registered as an advocate with the High Court 

ii. have a minimum experience of three years of hatidling preferably Customs and Central 
Excise and Service Tax matters before Hlgh Courts or Tribunals 

OR . 
Have beep an officer of the Custom & Central Excise Department who retireditesigned 
from the' post of Additional Commissioner of 6:rsto:iDlEXcise or below and is 
enrolled/registered as an advocate in the. High Court. Provided t!!ai he has not been 
removed/dismissed. or cOmpulsorily re*"d from service on account of disciplinaty action 
against him and no disciplinary. proceeding under service rules or pension rules is pending 
8.gai~t him.' . 

B. Senior Stsnding Counsels: In order to be eligible for appointmentas Senior Standing 
Counsel a person should ' 

i. be enrnlled/registered as an advocate with·the High Court 

ii. . have a minimum experience of five yews of handling preferably Customs and Central 
. Excise and Service Tax matters before High Courts Or Tribunals 

OR· 
Have 'been an officer of 1he Custom and Central Exciie Department w4o.ren..-cdiresigned 
from the Post of Cemmissioner of Customs I Centra(Bx~se . or above or retiredlreslgned as 
McmberNice Presldent/President of CEST'AT1SeWement Commission· and is 
enrolledrregistered as.an ~. in the High Court. . Provided 'that he has not been 
removed/dismissed or compulsorily retired from service on account of i!iscipEruuy adiop 
against him ahd no discipllnary proceeding under service rules or pension rules is 'pending 
against him. 

C. $mnding Counsels: In 8. station where counsels do not have sufficient experience to be 
appGinted as SeniOi:' Stan4ing Coun.SeiS. the senior most ~ong the panel of Junior SWlding 
Counsels of the Department at that station may be de~gnated by the Chief Commissioner 
of Custom/Central Excise as. the Standing. Counsel while other 'Counsels should be 
~orized as Junior Stand~g COlIDSels. 



• 
TIle Standing Counsel so designated shall perform thefunction of arguing cases before the 
Hon'ble High CourtiCESTAT/olher forums in the absence of a Senior Standing Counsel. 

2. Appointment of CGunseJs. 

2.1 For the purpose of ~intment, the Chief Commissioner of Custom/CentraJ Excise 
will call for applications In roforma -Xii A~l ( as applicable), either by advertiSement in 
local newspapers, or from the Bar COUncil of High Court or otherwise. Terms and 
conditions of appointment sh~d'be in 'IlCCOrdance with Annexure I & n as enclosed. ' 

2.2 Particulars of the applicants' expertise in handling indirect tax, matters by the applicant 
will be examined by the Chief Commissioner of CustomiCentnll Excise matters and an 
evalliatioD report along with rec(!mmendation of the Chief Commissio~ concerned will be 
sent to the Board in Proforma -B '. ' --... '. ' 

2.3. The Firs! appointmem of each CounseJ shall normally be for a per:iod.ofthree yeats . . 
3. Performance Rel1ew: 

The following procedure shall be adopted for reviewing performance of the Counsels 
appointed by the department: 

,a. The Commissioner of Customs '/Cen1ral Excise having Jurisdlc:tion over a ease shall 
submit a half yearly report to 1he Chief Commissioner iil Proforma-C in respect of the 
cases represented by 1he CoUll3cls. ' 

b. On the basis of ~ reports reeefved from the Commissloaers, tlle Chief Comniissioners 
win review 1h~ perfOnillmpe of the appointed Counsels every year before 30· JIitle of each 
year BDd send an annual report to the BOw in Proforma-D. 

I 
I 

I , 

4. Renewal of appointment: 

4.1 Proposals for renewal of terms of'the Counsels s~ould be submitted to the Board at least 
3 mon1hs before the expixy.oftb.e.eX{sting term. , 

4.2 The renewal- of a term of a Counsel can be .made for a period of three yeats if !lis 
performenee is futmd to be satisfaotory. Befate making .recozzunetldBtion fur 

:ren~·af appofutment of the &lunsel, fhe. ChiefC<nl:z&issiorier should necessarily make an 
eVaIuatias:t of the perf'oz:tllSQee C1f the ~J 8Uring tl'!e preoecllng term and fotward it to 
the Board alongwf1b tlie ,proposal for rimewBJ in Pt9foriJia -E.. ' ' 

5. ADocatiOJ1 of caseS to Counsel: 

The Chief CQmmjssioner of, CustoinslCenl1al Excise will be overall in charge of entire 
litigation work on behalf oftbe Comirrlssionerates fitlnng within his jurisdiction, In-respect 
of· ' 
cases 13ken up by,the:DGDRJJOOCEI. the DG concerned will be the incharg~ Allocmion 
'of eeses to the Counsel may' be m'!de by" the Chief Colfunissioner1DireCtor General 01' by the 
CommissionerlDirectot authorized by them. ' 
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6. Termination ofappomtmeDtiresigWltion: 

. The appointment/empanelment of the Counsel would be terminable on one month's notice 
in writing by either side without assigning any reason. 

7. Duties of the Counsel 

\It 
cib ,-- 

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL COMMISSIONER 
C()I4!(.1'?:!J:I'<lR~ 

CENTRAL GOODS & SERVICES TAX:: CHANDIGARH 
~ ~ 3i')~ ~q;v:: ~ 

CENTRAL REVENUE BUILDING, PLOT NO. 19, SECTOR 17-C, 
~ ~GR<T "'!CR, ~ <1. 19, kx 17-~, 

CHANDlGARH-1600 17, 
~~-160017 

Phone: 0172-2728210, PBX: 0172-2702371-75., FAX: 0172-2705924. 2544075. E-mail: legalbranch@gmail.com , 

SUB: Constitution of regular panel of Senior/Junior Standing Counsels for handling 
cases of Indirect Taxation of CBIC before the various High Courts and other Fora; 
renewal/Fresh appointment of Counsels - regarding . 

• 
Applications are invited for consitututing a panel for Senior/Junior Standing Counsels for 

representing the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs and its field formations and 
attached offices, in the Hon'ble Punjab and Haryana High Court at Chandigarh and other 
Appellate Fora. 

The terms and conditions governing the constitution of panel for aforesaid Counsels is 
contained in Board's letter D.D.F.No; 278A/43/2007-Legal dated 05.12.2017. The fee and other 
charges for the panel Counsels are contained in CBIC's letter F.No. 278A/SO/2011-Legal dated 
14.09.2012 which can be accessed at www.cbic.gov.in. 

Willing and eligible counsels may send, their applications to the Principal Commissioner, 
Central Goods & Services Tax Commissionerate, Chandigarh, Plot No. 19, Sector 17/C, 
Chandigarh-160017. Last date for submission of complete application is 28.03.2019. Incomplete 
applications shall not be entertained. The date and time of interview shall be communicated to 
the applicants who fulfill the eligibility criteria. 

r.{}~1 b~" 'tff \1,. 
(Daanish Inder Singh Gill) 

Assistant Commissioner (Legal) 



• 
If the counsel happens to be a partner of the fum of lawyers or solicitors, it will be 
incurnbalt on the finn, not to take tIP any case against the Department in the same High 
Court, before any authority, tribunal or W1)' case a.-ising in oilier courts out of those cases 
e.g. appeals and revision in the High Court or the Supreme Court. 

ANNEXYRE-U 
1 Schedule of Fees and allo'R'an"ees 

The fees and allowances for - Senior Standing Counsels are given hereunder; The 
Standing Counsels and Junior St!indiDg Counsels shaH be entitled to only 113m of the 
amount specified against ~ item of worle (except item no. 7). The Junior Standing 
Counsel shall not be entitled to retainership payable to Sr. Standing Counsel and Standlng 
Counsell:llCiltioncd at S.No.7 below, 

1. For appearanee In the Bfgh Court 

Appeals under section nO!l30A.of the Rs.4S00!- 
Customs Act 196VSecUon 35Gi35II of 
Centra! Excise Act, 1944lFtunce AetJ9941 
CM! or Crlirdl!aJ writ Petition under 
Artk:les ~6' and 227 C)f the ConstltutionJ 
orders made in sueb.Petition, InclUding 
appearance at ~~Jsslon Stage/for cases before other Authorities 

However, fur each substantial and effective' hearing, following the first beazing ,an 
~onal. fees of. Rs.2OooJ- per substan'tilll and effeCtive hearing .may be paid 'as refresher 
fees. ,. 

2. Certificate offltness Rs.1500/- (for each 
application) 

Its. 15001- per case 3. For Civil Miscellaneoils 
Application 

4.· For Civil or Criminal revision 
Petition 

Rs. 2100/- per case 

5. Fot,draftlng pleadiDgs. 
written statements in suits,eounrer 
affIdavits/returns/answers pleadIng 
to the writ petition, grounds of 
appeal, etc. application for leave 
to appeal to Supreme Conrt ; 

Rs. 15001- per case 

. 
Ifsubstantially identical a:ffi~vi~,written 
sm.temen1s etc.are drafted in ccnnected cases, 
only ODe drafting fee wilt be payable itt the 
main case and no Sepluafl!! drafting fee will be 
payable iri. connected cases. ' 

6. Written opinion 
Other thBn what is referred In 
Para'7(iii) of Annexure I 

Rs, 900/- per case 
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5. 

7. Retalnershlp 

The senior Standing Counsel and Standing Counsel will be entitled to a , 
Retaincrsh.ip of'Rs. 6.0001· per month (which includes charges for staff, 
office rent, postage and all other establishment charges); 

8. Clerkage 

Clerkage at the rate of 10% of the h~g fee subject to a maximum of 
Rs.3,600/- in a case or batch of cases before the High Court" 

9. Out of pocket ezpenses 

The, amount required for court fees at the time 'of filing a case and other mlscellaneous 
expenses should be paid to the Counsel in advance by the Commissioner concerned. All 
account of the expenses incurred should be rendered-to the Commissioner while presenting 
!he fiIia.l bill. ' 

10. Perqaisite 

The reimbursement of telephone expenditure, subject to a maximum of Rs. 1.000/- per 
month. shall be made by the Commissioner for calls that have been made in connection with 
Departmental lltigation matters only. 

11. For appearance before any .other Courts; CESTAT, B1:FR lAAIFRJ DRT lother 
."I:ribunals and oth~ Smtutory bo41es and a11tliorities. 

(a). '~headquarters: same as-payable for appearance before the High Court 

(b) out of headquarters: when the Counsel is required to go out of headquarters in 
connection with any litigation matter e.g. fur conference with a Senior CoUnsell Special 
Counselor with the Law Officer or for appearance in any Courts/fribtmallother Statutory 

, Bodies etc. outside the headquarters. lie will be entitled to a daily fee ofRs.3;60D/- per day 
fCd' the days of ~ absence from the Hqrs, including .the days of departure from,. intervening 
holidays and anival back at the headquarters. However, no fee will be paid for the' day of 
departure if he leaves headquarters after court hours and for the date of alriv.al if he arrives 
at the.headque.-ters before the-court bOUfS .. 

(c) travellhotel expenses: ln addition to the daily fee, the Counsel will be entitled totravel 
expenses for travel by air (economy class) or firSt elass AC by train. Road mileage for the 
journey from his headquarters to th6 aiIportlrailway ststica arid Vice versa, ana from the 
airport/railway station'to the place ofhls s1lI.y out ofbeadquarters and vice-versa Will be paid 
at the rates ~missiblc'to Class 1 officers of the Central Government (having basic +NPA 
+81 in the pay range Rs, 8000/. to Rs. ) 63991-). He will also be paid a lump-sum amount of 
Rs. 600/· as conveyance charges for performing local journey while outside the 
headquarters. He will 'also be entitled to actual, expenses for st;!.y in hotel, subject to 
maximum for Rs.l,200/· per day. ' 



• @ 

U.l General 

The rates specified above are primarily applicable to Central ExciseiCUstomslService Tax 
ClISCS but will apply mutatis mutindis to cases relating to other matters assigned by the 
Department. In all eases effective eppearance is necessary for the' Counsel to claim.fee, 

12.2. No fee will be payable in 'cases where no legal work is required to be done, For 
example, cases in, which the interest of the Department is to be watched pendmg 
instructions, the cases involvi%Jg transmission of records to the Supreme Court, inspection of 
the Cowt record for ascerUining the position of the case or other infonnation needed. 

12.3 Jf the Counsel appears at lDc .instance of ilie Union of India or for parties other thau 
the Union of India whos~ scales of fee are not kC4)nsistent with that of the Union of India, 
he will be ~ntitled to only ene set of fees. 

12.4 Appeals, revision or Petition,<; arising from one common judgement or order will.be 
considered together as one case if they are heard together. 

12.5. Uncontested matters. 

.- 

In uncontested cases, the fee shall be 1/3111 of the fees otherwise payable bllt if such a case is 
later on restored and decided in contest, the remaining 213ril of the fee will be payable, A 
case man -be regarded as contested when a decl.sion is given after hearing arguments OD both 
sides. ~e case ~ be deemed to be unoo~ if the c:ouit decides t1uit the case is a 
co~ one. FOr cixtunple if the court folloWs - i1;s - own judgell'icnt_ or. j~ent of the 
Supieme Court. the case is considered to be a covered - one. In ease of any dispUte, the Chief 
CommissionerlDirector OenerallCommissionerlDi:rector shall decide whether the case is 
unCQntested or not 

12.6 No fees for adjournment 

.No fee Will be payable to the Counsel if an advance notice about the adjournment has been 
issued or the case bas been iidjoumed at his request due to the reasons personal to him, 

U.7 Late submission of certUied copies of-the judgem_ent: 

, 30% of the tees payable to (he Counsel 'shall be deducted if the Certified copy _ of the 
judgement is not ,handed over to the CommissionerlD.irector of the DepllI1mettt within ten 
days (exclucling the time taken by the Court) from the date ofjud.gef!lent. - . 
12.8 _ Wb= there are two or more cases ( but not more than 10 cases) involving 
substantially identical questiODS of taw or fact; - olie $Uch case will be 1i'eated as the main 
C8$C and the oth~ as co~ cases. The fees in such eases will be regulated as provided 
in succeeding paras. irrespective of tile fact whether or not such cases are heard toge1ber. 

12.8.1 When the Courisel. files separate end,trlaterlally different affidavits, applications or 
grotmds of appeal etc. in mort: than one, c8se:b¢ the argument is heard in the main case and 
the other cases are decided accordingly. the Counsel shall be paid the full fees in the main 
case and Rs.200/· for each of tho connected cases. 

12.8.2 When the main case has been heard as in para 12.8.1, but in the connected cases 
either 8.ffidaYit or grounds of appeal or petitiOfl similar to the one in the main case has been 
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drafted, the Counsel shall be paid the full fees in the main case and Rs 150/- only in each of 
the CODDeCted cases. 

w'.3 When substantially different affidavits are drafted ill connected but uncontested 
cases. the Counsel Shall get 113rd fee~ in the main case and Rs .. 300/- in each of the 
connested cases.' . 

12.8.4 When the Counsel has drafted the affidavit, petition or ground of appeal in the main 
uncontested case and bas not drafted them in the connected but uncontested cases or the 
drafts in the connected but uncontested eases are substantially similar to the one in the inain 
case, the Counsel shall get 113111 foes in the main case and Rs.1S0J- in each of the connected 
cases. 

1l.9 The fees to the Counsel will be paid on presentatioa of a stamped ret#Pt. and on 
submission of copy of the docum¢ pratted. if it is a drafting fee and submission of 
minutes or gist of proceedings, or a COpy of order..judgefnent wnere it is necessary in case 
the claim is for eppearance fee. The Counsel shall sUbmit his bills within three months from . 

. the date on whkh the fees have accrued. . 

12.10 The'fees will be payable in two stages, 113r~ fees after substantial work bas beep 
carried out and the- remaining Wid fees after the ease has been decided. If the high court 
decides 1hat no question Of law is involv~ only 113'" of the fees shall be ~yab1e to the 
Counsel. • . 

12.11 Where .d-wing the pend.ency of a proceeding. there is a change of Counsel. a fe'e 
commensurate to the work carried out by the outgoing Counsel,. not exceeding ~13ft1 of the 
total.fee admissible for the case, may be paid to him. In such IIJl. event, only the balaace of 
fee payable in the case will be paid to the new Counsel after comp!etion of the case, 

11.12 When the Counsel does not argue the case himself but only assists the Law Officer 
or any other special Counsel, he will be entitled 10 the, same fee as is payable to him as if the 
case has been argued by. him. 

12.13. No fee will be ad:inWible for preparation of Cases but the Go~t roay 
. consider payment of separate fee fur preparation in speclftl Cases involVing arduous work. 

12.14 - When cases argued befure a single judge are referred to a divlsioD bench or to a 
lull 'bench, separate fee at the pz:escribed rates will be paid for appearance before each 
bench.. . 

13. The various terms used in these guidelines will have the following meaning 

13.1. 'Substantial and Effective bearing 

.A Substantlal and effective hearing is- one in which either one or both the parties involved 
- in, a case are beard by the Court.; If the case is .mentioned and adjourned or orily directlons­ 
. are given or only judg~ent is d~livered by the Court, it would not constitute a sabstantiel 
and effective hearing. • 

13.2 Uneontes~ case . 
Cases shall be deemed to be uncontested if these arc withdrawn by, the' plaintiiflappeIlant 

or are dismissed' in limine or are othetwise decided by the Court' ex-parte. Covered cases 
shall also be deemed to be uncontested cases. 
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13.3 Covered cases 

Where an identical issue stands decided by the same High Court or by the Supreme Court 
and the judgement in the relevant case is squarely based on such cattier decision of the same 
High Court or by the SUpreme Court. the case shall be deemed to be 8 covered case. 

13.4 Substantial work 

, Hearing of applications U/S 130/[30A of the Customs ActlSec 35 GlSec 35 H of the 
Central Excise Act and the Finance Acl.1994 shall be treated as substantial work. Where a 
case has been' admitted by the court after hearing of preJ#nin.arY oqjections or filing of 
affidavitsl~_r affidavits etc. b11be counsel, substantial Work win be deemed to have 
b'een earned out 

i3.5 M!lDthly t~ cost 

Charges such as retainership fees. telephone ~bilrges and such ather fixed charges, if 
any, payable to a Counsel shall be borne by one Commissioner only. so nominated in this 
regard by the Central Board of Excise 'and Customs 

. , 
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Proforma - A 

Particulars to be furnJsb~ by an advocate/other eligible person 
applying ff>r appolntDlent as Jr.lSr/Standln·g Counsel. 

1. Name of the person 
2. PAN - Permanent Account Number 
3. Father's Name 
4. Date of Birth . 
5. Address for correspondence 
6. Permanent address 
7· Educational QuIilifi.cation 
8. Category of counsel for which applied (Jr. Standing 

Counsell Sr. ~tanding CbUIjSel) 
·9 •. Date Qf enrollment in High.CoUrt lIS counsel, 
10". Date of empanelcient as member of Bar Council of 

High court . 
II. Ifpaz1ner in a firm, name/names of the 

finn and other partners. 
12*, NutnPer of cases relating to indirect taxes dealt with 

during last 3- years as an Advocate. 
13. Number-ofeases published in Joumi!lslNewsp8pers 

etc. . 
14. Income from professional pra:cti¢ ( Copy oCtile latest I'F return 

to be attached) . ' 
••••••••••• 
Verification 

r , . D/oiS/o , 
do hereby declare that what ever has been stated in the above application 

. is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

i. 

Signature. 

Place; 

• Applicant to submit documentary proof with respect to aforesaid 
itetnSlIriformation. 
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Proforma A-I 

Proforma for application by officers who 'have retired from the 
CUstom and Central Excise Department Or retired/resigned as ' 
Member Nice President! PresideD't CESTATf Chairman IMember 
of Settlement Commission ' 

1. Name of the person 
2. Pan - Permanent Account Number 
3. Father-'s Name: 
4. DateofBirtb 
5. Address for correspondence 
6. Permanent address 
7.... Educational Qualification 
,8. bate of joining Customs and CentralExcise Department 
9. Designationand o~ce address of the last post held 
ro. Date of'retiremehtlresignation nom the service 
11* .Date (jf earollment in High Court.as Counsel 
15. Date of empanelment as iileinberoofJ;}arCounpii of High Court. 
13' If a ,partner 'm a fum. name!nimes of the firm, 'and other 

partners. 
,16. Category' of counsel fur which applied (Jr. Standing Counsel/Sr. 

Standing Counsel). 

Verification 

'D/o/S/o 

do . / 
hereby declare that what ev-er .has been stated in the wove !!-ppli~on is . 
true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I further declare that I have 
not been removed froin ·.the service due to any disciplinary proceeding 
and no di$cipIinaIy proceedings Under service rules or Pension Rules are 
pending against me as on date. 

Signature 

Dated: 

* Applicant to submit documentary proof vAth respect to aforesaid 
itemslinformation . 
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Proforma- B 

Pa:rticulars/evaJUl1tion report oJ a person applying for appointment 
as Jr JSr JStandIng Counel. 

1. Name 
2. Date of enrollment in High Court 

as counsel 
3. Date of empanelment as member 

of Ear' Council ofHlgh Court. 
4. Numberofl;:aSes rylating to Indirect 

Taxes dealt with during last 3 years 
as an Advocate. 

5. Number-of cases published in Journals/ 
Newspapers etc. 

6. Income from professional practice . 

1. Chief Co,mmis.sioner of Custom! 
Excise recommendatlons based 
on the cases dealt by the applicant 
with regard to .flair relating to Indirect 
Tex. knowledge emanafjng from the 
presentation by the Couns.el and other 
factors. 

(Chief Commissioner of 
CUstoms! 

, Central Excise) 

** •••• *** 
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Proforms - C 

HalfyearIy Proforma report to be sent cas"e wise by jurbdlctiOnal . 
CCElCC IADG to the jarisdietfoDBI Chle(Comail!sloaer of 
cUitomsiCentra.l.EJ:clst I nkector Genenilln respeCt or calles 
represented by a Sanding Counsel 

Report ·for the Period from _ to __ 200_. 

1 Name oftbe Case 
2 Name of Sr. Smpdlng Cawi.se! representing 

The caSe 
3 'Naine of Jr. Stilnding Counse! tcpresenting 

- 

Thc:~ 
4 CoUrtlTribunal before which proceedings are I 

.' nendim!:' 
5 Issues involved 

6 R.evetiue involved (Rs.in Lakhs) I - 
7 (8) .Whether proceedfugs are peDcijilglc.a.se has been j deCi.ded. if yes the out come, fIrbrief 

.. ' ! (b) Number of adiouriuil_ taken 
8 Comments ofCA>inDiissioner ofCtistomsl 

~ (if any). about quality Qf Drafting, interest I 
taken by the Coun.sel(s) (at Coluzhn 2 &. 3)!time I 

devoted in interaction with the departmental officers, I 
overall represelltation of tile case J 

• (Name and Seal 
of the Commissloner/ADG bul1catiag 

the jllrisdfclioD) 

(- , 
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Proforma - D , 

Annual performanee report of the appointed Counsels 

1. Name of the Chief 
Commissionerate 

2. Name of the Counsel - 
3. CategOry 
4. Date ofBir;th, 
s. Date of Appointment 

. kCBEC's ref..no . 
6. Date ofExpicy of Tenure 
7. Ref. No. ofCBEC's Sanction 

letter vide which last renewal 
wasmmea 

8. Number of appeals handled 
during the period under 
fepc)rt 

9. Number of appeals .out of 8 
above decided by the High' 
CQurt 
a. in favour of the department 
b.~ the ~~artment 

10. Number of Writ Petitions 
handled dwing the period - 
under report 

I 11. Number of Writ Petitions out 
of 10 above decided by, the , I 

High Court 
a. in fuvow of the 
de~t 
b. ~ tho departinent " 

12 Number of Cases/appeals 
hendled before the 
CEST AT/other courts 

J3. Number of eases out of those 
in Col. 12 above, decided . . a. in favour oftlle department 
b. ~t the dePartzilent 

14 'General AsSessment of 
overall performance Of the 
CoUnsel' __j 

. 
( Chief Commissioner of 

Customs! 
Central Excise ) 
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Proforma - E. 

EvalDSfioll report on tbe performance of the Standing Counsel for 
I the periOd to for the purpose of renewal 
of appointment 

Part I 

. Name of the Chief I 
1. Coliunissionerare 
2 . N:ame.oftbe Counsel 

. 3. 
4. ~ofBirth 
S. Date of 1"" .APllPintment, 
6: ~of&Piry ofTenute. 
7. Ref No. of CBEC's 

Sanction letter vide which 
. appointment! las: renewal 
mIS 
"gJ:aIrted. 

Part-Il 

Number of references 
band1ed during the period 
onder reoort 

8. 

9. NUI11ber of references 
decided by the High Court 
a. in favour of the 
department 
b. against the d~arnnent 

10. Number of Writ Peti1iOns 
. handled during the perlod 
~rcport .. 

11 .• Number of Writ Petitions 
decided by the High Court 
a. in favour of the 

, department 
b. ~ the departmeot 

12. Nwnber of caseslappeals 
handled before the 
CBSTATlo'ther rourts .. 
Number of cases out bfthOse 
in Co 1.12 above, declded 
a.. in "' favour of the 
departniem 
h. against the department 

13. 

® 
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15. 

Part·-ill 

( To be filled by the Chief Commissioner of Customs! 
Central ExciseiDirector General) 

14. AIe you satisfied with the 
performance of the 
Counsel 

15/ l)oes he/she take keen 
Interest in hls work and is 

I generally alert and , 
responsive in 
Department's inter:est in 
various litigation 
entrusted to him/her. 
Specific comments should 
be given about' hlsIher 
promptness. in 

8. Informing the 
department from 
time tG tinie 
~hearing , - 
of cases, supply 
of copies of 
judgemerit etc .. 

b. T~g steps for 
I vacation. of stay .1 

16. Would you recommend 
hislher contlDuance 

17. Any other remarks 
regarding performance of 
the counsel. 

Chief Commissioner of 
Custom/Central 
E:xclseIDh-edors Genera! 
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F.No. 278A/5012011.Lef}al 
Government of IndiCi 
Ministry of Finance 

Dep2rtmcntof Revenuo 
Central Board of Excise and Customs 

, ... ~ ~ .. " . 

To 
New De/hi, dated the 14th Sept., 2012 
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Afr the Chief Commissioners' ofCus:toms!Central'EXCi$eliCl,J~(om~;t(p.rev~); D.G.R.I.I D.G.C.E.I. .. . 

Sirl Madam, 

Sub: Revision of fee payab/8 to .pano: of Standing Couns s] of Departmenf for 
High Courts - mg. 

In partial modification to the instructions of the Board communicated vide le(iel 
in F.No.278AI43i2007-Leg31.dated SIb DecembGr, 2007, fhe undersigned is directed to 
convey', upon approval of the Competent Authority. the revision of the fee structure: 
applicable to tile. pane! of Standin[J Counsel of dep,~rtment for High Cour1s, as below, with 'effect from 03.04.2012: 

Revised fee structl1r~ 

A. Senio[..,Sta!)ding Counsel 

;

-:S:N"Ol'-.--- - .. ---.. --Itom -ofwprk--··· -- _00- ._.. - _. RcvisecTfe(;------.-- 

---1:--~I·~;r,t.;:~~s i';;e~ ~,"i;taiutory APpeals arid ~~~r~~/ifeci.i~.,~.. h. : .. ~ ... ilr .. in .. 9 ... -. R : ..... $., :.~ ... i .. '.,O ... , ...• ~., ..... ' .. .:.i,.'~ .. ' .. : .• 

. (U) For· l1on~ff~v~::: (:::: Ii~~~ 
. Rs, 1,0001- «subjeotfo maxlmlillf:Qr 

f---- _.-_ -._- - __ . --~ 5_QQi'J-effective.hearll19:&. ·· . 
.. 2 _ - CiVi!!:~j_~Ee._~~§D~9._~~6EPJj_«?atjon·_ .•... __ ._ _ '_~:~.' 009.!~~p~r.. ~~se _ 
-- -_.L Civ.il or _(~!.'i~!l1_~J Revl~jon P_~t!.tiofJ. ... _. J3_~:?1§OQl~:_p.Q.!:s:_asQ____ _ __ . __ ". .. _/ I 4. =: drafting pleadi~gs, \vriften statements in .(i) For main G,ase!first such draftll1[! i 

SUIts, COUn!el nff,dav/[s/ returns!answers rn e Issue - f~~.L. 000/- f)(:1 case ! 
pleading to the; wril fJetition clnd grounds 01 I (Ii) f-or ",jrniiar a(fid;,~vii ill commo"j!)1 

I appe8i, etc. 'I COl11leCled matters -Rs.1,0001- PI':i I 

of (urthCl np;JIJ'" in She case defended by IIl(: Counsel 
Ilml is dccid(:d againc! the depClrirnent _ DlIfi(~s of , 

L_~_ ~~;.'_;:' ;.:r~;~o;:Q~,~ ~r1'~g{!::1.~t~""~,,, j ~L ~ _~ ~ _ _ _ ... _ J 
.2/· 
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RS.·8·6OO/~··per-mont"I'· (fhis incllid(~5 \ 
charges for staff, office rent. l 
postage end all other establisilment 1 
'c.harge~..:-- __ .---- .. - _.- 1 
Clerf<age 10% of the hearing tee I 
subject to a maximum of Rs.5000/· 
in a case or batch of cases before 
.~)~_!i!gh Court .. _-- .--- 

-B~ - Cie'rkage---' _ -_._ -- .. _- _.-' .. --_. 

-------.---~--.-- 
. 8. Junior standing. counsel 

. . TI,e Standing Counseis and Junlor Standing counsels shall be entitled 10 only 
1/3"' of the amount specified against each item of work (except item No.7). The J" n i,,, 
Standing counset shall not be. entitled to retainersllip fee. 

I J V·I 
(G.D. t.ohanl) . 

Director (Legal) 
T€:~I: 26162152 · . 

• 
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